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Information concerning copyright in books 


When To Use Form A. Form A is appropriate for pub- 
lished books which have been manufactured in the ’United' 
States. 

What Is a "Book”? The term "books” covers not only ma- 
terial published in book form, but also pamphlets, leaflets, 
cards, and single pages containing text. Books include fiction, 
nonfiction, poetry, collections, directories, catalogs, and infor- 
mation in tabular form. 


Unpublished Books. The law does 
traition of "book” material in unpublished 
books are protected at common law agai. 
prior to publication. 

Duration of Copyright. Statutory cd; 
books lasts for 28 years from the date of 
may be renewed for a second 28-year te. 
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First: Produce Copies With Copyright Notice. Produce the 
work in copies by printing or other means of reproduction. 
To secure copyright, it is essential that the copies bear a copy- 
right notice in the required form and position, as explained 
below. 

Second: Publish the Work With Copyright Notice. The 
copyright law defines the "date of publication” as ". . . the 
earliest date when copies of the first authorized edition were 
placed on sale, sold, or publicly distributed by the proprietor 
of the copyright or under his authority, . . 

Third: Register Your Copyright Claim. Promptly after 
publication, mail to the Register of Copyrights, Library of 


Congress, Washington, D.C., 20540, two 
published with notice, an application 1 
completed and notarized, and a fee of S6. 

The Copyright Notice. The copyright 
appear on the tide page or verso thereof 
three elements: the word "Copyright,” 
"Copr.,” or the symbol ©, accompanied 
copyright owner and the year date of pn 
© John Doe 1968. Use of the symbol © 
ing copyright in countries which are mem 
Copyright Convention. 


popies of the work as 
n Form A, properly 


ponce for books shall 
and shall consist of 
or the abbreviation 
by the name of the 
blication. Example; 
may result in secur- 
bers of the Universal 


NOTE: It is the act of publication with notice that actually secures copyright protection. If 
copies are published without the required notice, the right to secure copyright is lost, and 
cannot be restored. 


Books manufactured abroad 


In General. Form A is not appropriate for books which 
have been manufactured outside the United States. 

Foreign-Language Books. Applications covering foreign- 
language books by foreign authors, manufactured abroad, 
should be submitted on Form A-B Foreign. 

English-Language Books. Books in English manufactured 
abroad may be registered for "ad interim” copyright (Form 
A-B Ad Interim); or, if they are protected under the Univer- 
sal Copyright Convention they are eligible for full-term regis- 
tration on Form A-B Foreign: 

(1) Ad Interim Copyright. Ad interim registration is neces- 
sary for protection in the United States unless copyright has 


been secured under the Universal Copyrj 
secure ad interim copyright a claim mus|: 
6 months of first publication abroad, 
lasts for 5 years or until an American 
within the 5-year period and registered. 

(2) Universal Copyright Convention. 
work by a foreign author first published 
full-term U.S. copyright if: (a) its author 
of a country which is a member of the 
Convention, or the work was first publi| 
and (b) all published copies bear the 
vided under the Universal Copyright Cct. 


ot provide for regis- 
form. Unpublished 
nst unauthorized use 

pyright in published 
first publication, and 


ght Convention. To 
be registered within 
jkd interim copyright 
edition is published 

An English language 
abroad is eligible for 
is a citizen or subject 
Universal Copyright 
hed in such country', 
Copyright notice pro- 
nvention. 
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